Ensuring prevention, protection and assistance for children born of conflict related rape and their mothers 
Joint Statement by CEDAW and CRC

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) are deeply concerned at continued acts of rape and sexual violence, resulting in children born of conflict related rape. In this regard, the Committees call for adequate assistance and support to children born of rape and to protect the full range of rights of women survivors and children for their rehabilitation and reintegration including during the post-conflict transition within a State. Urgent measures must be taken to prohibit the recruitment and use of children in armed conflict and protect women and girls from sexual servitude or slavery, military prostitution and forced pregnancies. All States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW Convention) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC Convention) are urged to accelerate efforts and work together to address this complex challenge in accordance with their human rights treaty obligations and international humanitarian law. 
Children born of rape in the context of conflict and post-conflict situations and their mothers bear the brunt of stigmatization, isolation, deprivation from resources, intersecting and multiple forms of discrimination as well as marginalization by both the parties to the hostilities and their own communities.
 To date, reparation programmes instituted by States have not fully addressed the economic impact of raising children born of rape due to which their vulnerability to future cycles of violence, trafficking and exploitation persists.
 Children born of rape are often precluded from birth registration and their rights to nationality or citizenship, due to contestation of their identity and lack of formal civil registration systems.
 These obstacles can adversely affect their exercise of a range of other human rights and impede durable solutions for their integration into society while transitioning to adulthood. 
Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic with greater risks of social unrest, attacks on schools and hospitals, abductions and sexual violence rape, the vulnerabilities of children in conflict situation have increased.
 The suspension of many regular services of judicial, law enforcement and security actors and the release from detention of perpetrators of sexual violence, as part of efforts to curb viral transmission in crowded detention facilities, have contributed to the escalation of a climate of impunity.
 This poses heightened risks of victimization particularly of children born of rape presenting a larger generational challenge especially as they are often overlooked in post-conflict reparation, reconstruction and reconciliation programmes.
 

Recalling CEDAW’s General Recommendation No. 30 (2013) on women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict situations, which provides guidance on concrete measures to ensure that women’s human rights are protected before, during and after conflict, and the UN Secretary-General's report on conflict-related sexual violence of March 2021, which underscores the need to strengthen provisions for children born of wartime rape, both Committees call on States parties to comply with their obligations under both the CEDAW Convention and the CRC Convention, in particular to:

1. 
Protect women and children against conflict-related sexual violence. The CEDAW Convention requires States parties to protect women from rape, forced prostitution and any other forms of sexual violence against them.
 Under the CRC Convention, children have the right to be protected from violence, abuse, trafficking, labour in dangerous conditions, abduction and exploitation.
 States parties have an obligation to take their best interests as a primary consideration which includes ensuring their safety.
 States parties should make all efforts to rescue abducted girls in situations of conflict, ensure their integration into society and provide them and their families with access to psychosocial and other rehabilitative services.
 States parties should provide and maintain the highest possible level of security for victims, including securing access to the most remote and insecure areas so as not to leave behind anyone who may be in need of assistance.
 Both CEDAW and CRC have reiterated the obligation of States parties in situations of conflict to cooperate with and grant unrestricted access to United Nations human rights and accountability mechanisms in order to investigate human rights violations.

2. 
Access to health, education and childcare. States parties are obliged to make continuous provision of access to sexual and reproductive health services for women and girls in conflict settings as part of an essential health services.
 Survivors should have adequate access to post-rape care, including emergency contraception, HIV/AIDS post-exposure prophylaxis, safe abortion and post-abortion services, psychosocial counselling services, maternity facilities and post-partum health care.
 It is the duty of States parties to strengthen health systems so as to meet the physical and mental health needs of, including psychological support to, victimized women and children born of rape. In the distribution of relief consignments priority should be given to expectant mothers, maternity cases and nursing mothers in the context of conflict.
 Pregnant girls, girls with young children and children born of rape should have access to school education. Capacity building for teachers, rebuilding and opening of school sites for all children as well as provision of free and quality education at all levels should be instituted and made functional,
 in line with CEDAW general recommendation No. 36 (2017) on the right of girls and women to education.
 
3. 
Ensure access to justice and accountability. Measures should be taken by States parties to ensure accountability and combat impunity for all forms of gender-based violence against women and children, including sexual violence and exploitation, sexual slavery, domestic servitude, child and forced marriage, recruitment and use of children in the insurgency and other slavery-like practices.
 States parties should ensure the investigation, prosecution and punishment of perpetrators in all cases of sexual exploitation.
 States should take legislative measures to allow for the withdrawal of parental rights of perpetrators in relation to the children conceived as a result of rape, taking into consideration their best interests.
 To curb impunity at all levels, any violations of human rights and international humanitarian law should be addressed within transitional justice processes. States parties should abolish the death penalty for pregnant women or mothers of dependent or young children and make provisions for detention of women separately from men and of children from adults other than their parents, with rights to maintain contact with their families and access physical and mental health examinations as well as vocational and educational training opportunities.
 Child protection systems should be integrated in the justice system that supports mothers with subsidies for the upbringing of their child. Capacity building for law enforcement services should be provided and free legal aid should be accessible for mothers and children born of rape who wish to seek redress through the justice mechanisms. 
 Children born of rape should be recognized and treated as victims of conflict and included in all considerations regarding humanitarian aid, justice initiatives and diplomatic relations with all concerned states.

4. 
Identification of children and right to nationality. Under the CRC Convention, States parties must ensure that children born of rape are registered and ensure their right to a nationality.
 Abandoned children should have access to care services, provided with birth certificates and have the right to acquire a nationality where otherwise they would be stateless. Such identification programmes should be implemented in a non-arbitrary and non-discriminatory manner within a reasonable time-frame.
 Statelessness may result in situations in which women are denied the right to pass their nationality on to their children due to gender-discriminatory nationality laws. States parties should ensure that measures to protect stateless women and children are in place before, during and after conflict.

5. 
Combat stigma and social exclusion. States parties should ensure that counter-terrorism measures employed by the military and law enforcement authorities, including de-radicalisation programmes, respect women’s and children’s rights to dignity.
 Efforts to combat stigmatization and social isolation of children born of rape should be deployed through public awareness raising and education campaigns. Steps should include sensitization of State agencies and non-governmental organizations about the vulnerabilities and risks faced by women and children born of rape, awareness raising within communities to prepare the return and acceptance of and eliminating bias and stereotypes against these women and children.
 States parties should engage and mobilize traditional and religious leaders in these efforts and use the media to raise awareness of the situation of women affected by sexual violence and children born of rape. Peer support groups and platforms should be established to enable women and children to share their experiences and provide mothers with parenting skills.

6. 
Rehabilitation and reintegration for victims and survivors. States parties should also ensure that children born of rape have equal access to vocational training, life skills and socioeconomic support, sports and leisure activities, religion and cultural activities by means of an individualized plan that is adapted to the child’s needs.
 These programmes should include psychosocial support and counselling, including to families. States parties should ensure that child victims have access to safe and secure housing, create emergency and longer-term alternative care placements for children unable to remain with their mothers or communities, in accordance with the best interest of the child. Appropriate investment should be made for the development of safe spaces to promote dialogue between different stakeholders. Provisions should be made for mothers affected by sexual violence and children born of rape as they transition to adulthood by supporting income-generating skills training, livelihood opportunities, access to decent work to promote financial independence from their families and communities.
 States should devise holistic schemes of reparation programmes for beneficiaries to support the self-confidence and esteem of survivors.
 States parties should further develop and implement strategies to identify young women and girls who are or have been used as soldiers and their children to provide them with effective reintegration assistance that meets their complex medical, economic and psychological needs. States parties must ensure that the measures and programmes adopted do not increase the stigma and exclusion faced by former girl soldiers.
7. 
Participation in building strategies and decision-making. States parties should involve women and provide opportunities for children’s views to be heard and taken into account in the development of strategies, decision-making processes and justice mechanisms related to the prevention, protection of and assistance to children born of conflict-related rape. Protection and promotion of children’s rights should be given due consideration in all peace negotiations.
 As primary caretakers of children born of rape, women have a significant stake and should inform future policies and programmes for the well-being of children born of rape. States parties should empower children born of rape through child-sensitive procedures and accessible avenues for participation that foster their sense of agency in relation to their care, recovery and reintegration.
 Children born of conflict-related rape and their mothers should be kept informed and consulted on any decisions affecting them. States parties are urged to ensure their participation in conflict prevention, peace building and post-conflict reconstruction including in decision-making processes, which will contribute to countering violent narratives and enabling the conditions conducive to sustaining peace.
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