[bookmark: _Hlk97219158]49th session of the Human Rights Council
Meeting on enhancing technical cooperation and capacity-building in promoting and protecting the human rights of persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations in recovery efforts during and after the COVID-19 pandemic
Concept note (as of 4 March 2022)
	Date and venue:
	Monday, 7 March 2022, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Room XIX, Palais des Nations, Geneva and online platform (Zoom)
(will be broadcast live and archived at http://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives:

	With a view to advancing mutually beneficial cooperation in the field of human rights, this meeting will discuss the theme of enhancing technical cooperation and capacity-building in promoting and protecting the human rights of persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations in recovery efforts during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. The meeting will provide an opportunity to States, international organizations and other stakeholders to share information, good practices and experience, and will encourage them to facilitate technical cooperation in this regard.
 The objectives are:
· To highlight the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic to the enjoyment of human rights of persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations;  
· To enable a constructive dialogue among States, international organizations and other stakeholders to share information, good practices and experience on enhancing technical cooperation and capacity-building in promoting and protecting the human rights of persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations in recovery efforts during and after the COVID-19 pandemic;
· To understand how to enhance technical cooperation and capacity-building in the promotion and protection of the human rights of persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations in recovery efforts during and after the COVID-19 pandemic, including by better use of the universal periodic review and other United Nations Human Rights mechanisms;
· To provide States, international organizations and other stakeholders a platform to share information on technical cooperation, match those in need with those willing to provide technical assistance and facilitate partnership and capacity-building at the bilateral, regional and global levels in a feasible, sustainable and effective manner.

	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Federico Villegas, President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement:
	Ms. Nada Al-Nashif, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 

	Discussants:
	[bookmark: _Hlk96086365]H.E. Mr. Freddy Mamani, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Plurinational State of Bolivia (video message) and H.E. Ms. Maira Mariela Macdonal, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva (closing remarks)
Ms. Li Xiaomei, Special Representative for Human Rights of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China (video message)
[bookmark: _Hlk97219139]Ms. Valérie Schmitt, Deputy Director of the Social Protection Department, International Labour Organization (Zoom)
Mr. Peter Herrmann, Member of the European Academy of Science and Arts 
(video message)


	Outcome:
	The anticipated outcomes of this meeting include: 
· Better understanding of the threats posed by the COVID-19 pandemic to the enjoyment of human rights of persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations;  
· Improved awareness of the role of enhancing technical cooperation and capacity-building in the promotion and protection of the human rights of persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations in recovery efforts during and after the COVID-19 pandemic by sharing positive outcomes and experiences;
· Constructive dialogue on mutually beneficial cooperation and enhancing technical cooperation and capacity-building in the promotion and protection of the human rights of persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations in recovery efforts during and after the COVID-19 pandemic;
· Exchange of Information on good practices and national and international experience with regard to promoting and protecting human rights of persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations through enhancing technical cooperation and capacity-building in recovery efforts during and after the COVID-19 pandemic, shared in a constructive dialogue among States, international organizations and other stakeholders;
· Explored opportunities and networks to facilitate technical cooperation, partnership and capacity-building at the bilateral, regional and global levels;
· A summary report to the Human Rights Council at its fifty-second session.

	Mandate:
	In its resolution 46/13 on promoting mutually beneficial cooperation in the field of human rights, the Human Rights Council decided to convene at its forty-ninth session a meeting under item 3 of its agenda, with a duration of two hours, to be presided over by the President of the Human Rights Council, on the theme of enhancing technical cooperation and capacity-building in promoting and protecting the human rights of persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations in recovery efforts during and after the COVID-19 pandemic, with the participation of States, international organizations and other stakeholders, to share information on good practices and experience, and encouraged all stakeholders to take this opportunity to facilitate technical cooperation. The Council also requested the High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare a summary report on the meeting and to submit it to the Human Rights Council at its fifty-second session.


	Format:
	The meeting will be limited to two hours. The opening statement and initial presentations by the invited discussants will be followed by an interactive discussion divided into two segments. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for the podium, including the opening statement and discussants’ presentations, their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 12 States or observers, 1 national human rights institution and 2 non-governmental organizations. 
The list of speakers for the meeting will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Each speaker will have two minutes to raise issues, pose questions and share information and experience. Delegates who have not been able to take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet.


	Background:
	Human Rights Council resolution 46/13 highlights the importance of building a community of shared future for human beings in which human rights are enjoyed by all. It calls upon all States to uphold multilateralism and to work together to promote mutually beneficial cooperation in the field of human rights. The resolution recognizes the importance of international cooperation in the field of human rights, presenting best practices, positive outcomes and experiences, mutual learning and understanding, enhancing dialogue and assisting the promotion of technical cooperation among States. It underscores that such forms of cooperation contribute to preventing violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms and to strengthening the capacity of States to comply with their human rights obligations, expanding common ground including through capacity-building and technical cooperation. It also expressed deep concern at the devastating impacts brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic in various aspects of people’s lives, and the following impediments to the realization and violations of the enjoyment of human rights, highlighting persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations as those most at risk, and reaffirmed the commitment of States to international cooperation, multilateralism and solidarity at all levels as the only way to effectively respond to the pandemic.
While the COVID-19 outbreak affects all across the globe, developing countries have been hardest hit. Nearly 700 million people worldwide are living in extreme poverty, and the pandemic may push over a hundred million more into poverty. The massive global gap in access to vaccines and medicines due to inequalities among countries, endangered millions of lives in developing countries. Especially those populations experiencing the highest degree of marginalization – women, older persons, persons with disabilities, indigenous populations, migrants and refugees, and other vulnerable or marginalized groups – have become more vulnerable and are most at risk of suffering losses. However, in the face of such an emergency, longstanding asymmetries between the Global North and the Global South have limited the capacity of developing countries to respond. Absolute poverty, inadequate and imbalanced development, scientific and technological disadvantages, persistent austerity policies, racism and racial discrimination, as well as the imposition of unilateral coercive measures, have resulted in scarcity of resources and insufficient investment in social protection in these countries, thus exposing their populations, in particular those in vulnerable and marginalized situations, to greater risks of seeing their human rights violated.
International cooperation – of which technical cooperation and capacity-building constitute important components – is both urgent and imperative in this context. It is key to building better following the multiple contemporary global crises. “More than ever before, we need solidarity, hope and the political will and cooperation to see this crisis through together”[footnoteRef:1]. Developing countries, especially least developed countries, need access to external financial and technical support to overcome this crisis, and a well-coordinated global approach based on solidarity of all nations and peoples is most needed. The enhancement of international cooperation is essential to the effective promotion and protection of human rights – including those of persons in vulnerable and marginalized situations –, which nonetheless should be based on the principles of cooperation and genuine dialogue and aimed at strengthening the capacity of Member States to promote and protect all human rights of all people.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  United Nations, “Shared responsibility, global solidarity: responding to the socioeconomic impacts of COVID-19”, p. 2, https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_report_socio-economic_impact_of_covid19.pdf.]  [2:  General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006 entitled “Human Rights Council”.] 


	Background documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 46/13 of 23 March 2021 entitled “Promoting mutually beneficial cooperation in the field of human rights”
· 1986 Declaration on the Right to Development, General Assembly resolution 41/128 of 4 December 1986
· 1993 Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
· Consolidated reports of the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner on the right to development (A/HRC/39/18, A/HRC/42/29, A/HRC/45/21 and A/HRC/48/26)
· Reports of the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner on international cooperation in the field of human rights (A/74/351, A/76/249, A/HRC/44/28, and A/HRC/47/47)
· Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, to the Economic and Social Council, on economic, social and cultural rights (and the surge initiative) (E/2021/77)
· Our Common Agenda – Report of the Secretary-General
· The Highest Aspiration, A Call to Action for Human Rights, by António Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General, on the occasion of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations
· Shared responsibility, global solidarity: Responding to the socio-economic impacts of COVID-19
· A UN framework for the immediate socio-economic response to COVID-19
· Report of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee on the role of technical assistance and capacity-building in fostering mutually beneficial cooperation in promoting and protecting human rights (A/HRC/43/31)
· Report of the 2020 Social Forum (A/HRC/46/59)
· Report of the 2021 Social Forum (A/HRC/49/79)
· UN policy brief: The Impact of COVID-19 on Women
· UN policy brief: The Impact of COVID-19 on Children
· UN policy brief: A Disability-Inclusive Response to COVID-19
· UN policy brief: COVID-19 and People on the Move
· UN policy brief: The Impact of COVID-19 on older persons
· COVID-19 and Women’s Human Rights: Guidance
· COVID-19 and the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Guidance
· COVID-19 and Minority Rights: Overview and Promising Practices
· COVID-19 and the Human Rights of Migrants: Guidance
· COVID-19 and Indigenous Peoples’ Rights
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