Reparations as Repair of
Peoplehood through Education
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ROOTS OF OUR PAST

A Women Named Binah

A night that started like many other uneventful nights turned out to be a night that leaves me with bitter sweetmemories. |
had adifficult time going to sleep. I don’t know what made me so restless. Maybe the stress of modemn day life, or perhaps
it was the after effects of that late night meal I had eaten, who knows, but what I can say is that the way I look at the world
now has changed forever. As strange as it may sound I believe that night was shaped by voices whispering to me from the
gravé; a place from which there should be eternalrest. However, the graves of our ancestors lie restless from mounds of
untold stories. Tired from a long day and trying to finish some work that was long over due. I starting searching for some
information off the Internet and soon the minutes turned into hours and a strange feeling started to take over me. The need
to search for my past had set upon me with an indifference to the hour and the sleep that beckoned me. The feeling was
overwhelming and unsettling. I felt as if  was being directed by a force who’s time in this life had long passed so with a
hunch a little luck and remembering the name Richbow, a name that was told to me by my grandfather about some relatives
that lived in the South, I started my trek into the past.

The story starts in Statesburg, South Carolina in the year 1802. A time of relative calm ten years after the Revolutionary
‘War had ended a Cherokee Indian child was born named Binah Richbow. Even though Binah’s parents are not officially
recorded it was probably her father who sold her to a fur trapper, or to one of the early settlers in Sumpter, S.C. Binah has
become the guiding light from the past: a beacon to show me the way to retrace our family’s history. I wondered what life
was like in 1802 and what it was like to be a slave, a horrible fate to be-fall so many.

Amannamed I)r William Wallace Anderson came from Maryland in 1810 and settled i m Statesburg, South Carolina. The

were doctors and planters. One of the Anderson’s clan known as “Fighting Dick Anderson” was a

Lieutenant General in the Confederate Army. In 1821 Dr. Anderson built a plantation with slave labor and named it

Jouse. The slave list from Borough House is a record of the property that the Anderson family owned. That

*property’ was the descendants of Binah Richbow, our ancestors. Binah bore seven children in her lifetime, four girls and

three boys. The firstborn was a girl named Sylvia, born in 1825. No record of a father was listed. The second child was a

boy named Isaac, born in 1827. He carries the name Richbow. The third child was named Tilda, born in 1829. She was
‘baptized on April 16, 1848 when she was nineteen years old.

It’s a little known fact that some slaves were baptized and went to church. I imagine our ancestors sitting in the rafters, far
from the pulpit. This did not put any greater distance from God and his children for it is said that God hears all prayers.
What did our Lord hear, I wonder, as his sprit enveloped the small church? In his left ear the prayer of the Slave Master
praying fora good crop, and in his right ear the prayers of his children held in age asking Oh Lord has thine forsaken
me, and if not Lord, please set me free. It would be eighteen more years before that prayer would be answered.

Tilda named her daughter after her mother Binah. Tilda’s daughter was handicapped. Records don’t show when or what
happened in little Binah’s life but it was recorded that by her eleventh birthday she was listed as crippled. When I look at
the slave list. I called Tilda’s daughter the second Binah, the first granddaughter of Binah. The fourth child born to mother
Binah was a girl named Dolly, born in the year 1831 (maybe she had big brown eyes and a head of curly black hair that
made her look like a baby doll). Her father is listed as Douglas. The fifth child born to Binah has a special place in my heart.
Her name was Peggy (the same name as my first cousin who I lovingly call my crazy big sister) Binah’s Peggy was bom in
1833. She carries the name Frost from her father. He was most likely born on a cold winter morning, as many slaves were
named after months of the year or named after the seasons. The sixth child born to Binah was named Samuel and he also
carried the name Richbow. He was a bricklayer. I imagine him to have been a strong man with a sharp eye for detail. The
slaves who carried a trade beside their name must have felt a sense of pride as well as despair. Slave owners took the credit
for their slave’s craftsmanship. Abuse from every angle must have added to the anguish of so many who lived out their lives
with broken sprits and nothing but dreams of freedom to keep them company on a hot summer’s day. As far as I can tell




Dr. William Wallace Anderson
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Aprll 19,1810 UPenn Med School Graduate Borough House Plantation



Appraisal of Dr. Anderson’'s estate inventory May 25,
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William Wallace Anderson I GRADUATES.

April 71849 UPenn Med School Graduate

AT a Public Commencement held April 7th, 1849, in the Musical
Fund Hall, Locust Street, the Degree of Doctor of Medicine was
conferred by the Rev. Jou~x Luprow, D. D., Provost, upon the fol-
lowing gentlemen; after which an Address was delivered by
GeorE B. Woop, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and of
Pharmacy.

NAME, RESIDENCE. SUBJECT OF ESSAY.
Allen, William D. St. Francis, Ark. Quininein SouthernFevers
Anderson, William W. Sumter, S. C. Pneumonia.
Andrews, William IH. Mecklenburg, Va, Dysmenorrheea.
Archer, Edgar Chesterficld, Va. Bloud in disease.

1870 Census




1870 Census
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Fall 2016 University Traditional Undergrad Enrollment
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Traditional Undergraduate Admissions Fall 2020 Entering Cohort/Class of 2024

Applicants 42,205 Admits 3,789 Matriculants 2,321

Admission Rate 9.0% Yield 61.3%
Average matriculant SAT 735 Critical Reading - 765 Math
Percent of matriculants in top 10% of their high school class 95.7%

Traditional Undergraduate Matriculants by Race/Ethnicity and Sex

International Citizens 284 White 700
Hispanic / Latino/a 24| Unknown / Other 133
Native American / Alaskan Native 5 Two or More Races 98
Asian American / Pacific Islander 691 Total 2,321

African American / Black 169 Female 1,250 - Male 1,071




Fall 2019 University Faculty
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Georgetown University announces

reparations fund to benefit descendants Harvard Details Its Ties to Slav ery and
of slaves once sold by the school
Its Plans for Redress

The university is committing $100 million for an endowed
“Legacy of Slavery Fund.” Its report carefully avoided treading on
direct financial reparations for descendants of enslaved people.

Glasgow University to pay £20m in slave
trade reparations

Princeton Theological Seminary pledges $27
million reparations plan

Va. House votes to force public colleges to
reckon with ties to slavery, create
scholarships or other programs

Slaves helped build Virginia Theological
Seminary. The school will spend $1.7 million
in reparations.
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Mellon Foundation

Mellon Foundation Awards CSS, University Partners $5M
Grant

Part of the Foundation’s ‘Just Futures’ Initiative, the Project Addresses Reparations Through
Community-Institutional Partnerships

Legend

1. Concordia College
PI: Dr. James Postema

1. Concerdia College

© 2. University of Michigan
3. Camegie Melion University
4. WQED

@ 5. Connecticut College
6. Rutgers University - Newark
7. Wofford College

® 8. Wesleyan College

® 9. Emory University

® 10. Spelman College
U.S State Outlines

2. University of Michigan
PI: Dr. Earl Lewis

5. Connecticut College

Co-Pi: Dr. Nakia Hamlett
Co-PI: Dr. Jeffrey Singer

3. Carnegie Mellon University
Pi: Dr. Joe Trotter

Pl - Principal Investigator

4. WQED Multimedia
Executive Producer: Darryl Ford Williams

6. Rutgers University - Newark
Co-Pl: Dr. Mark Krasovic

Co-Pl: Dr. Timothy Eatman
Co-Pi: Dr. Sherri-Ann Butterfield

7. Wofford College
PI: Dr. Kim Rostan

9. Emory University
Pl Dr. Carol Anderson

10. Spelman College
Pl: Dr. Cynthia Spence

8. Wesleyan College
Pi: Dr. Melanie Doherty
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BCU Engagement
-
W Spelman College,

A Choice to Change the World g Thurgood Marshall
; B Civil Rights Center
OWARD

onversy - School of Law
Crafting Democratic Futures: Spelman College

Every month, we highlight one of our Crafting Democratic

Futures site teams. For July, we're focusing on Spelman College
in Atlanta and their unique community fellows program.

AAC&U Selects Spelman College as an Inaugural
Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation Campus
Center




e Youth led/centered organizations
e Curriculum

e Specific reparations initiatives

e Philanthropy join the movement

as informed supporters






http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbtpD_PM5kg







