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12 June 2015 


United Nations Human Rights Committee

To whom it may concern,


Discussion on right to Life Article

I am Disabilty Rights Commissioner at the New Zealand Human Rights Commission, an “A” status National Human Rights Institution.  From my engagement with persons with disabilities and their families in New Zealand and in other countries, the following issues have come to my attention as impacting on the right to life of persons with disabilities which would benefit from the discussion on article 6 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of the Human Rights Committee.  


1. Disabled people being denied direct access to health services, including life sustaining health services, when they have sought such services
1. Disabled people in institutions, or under a legal order where substitute decisions are made for them, are denied access to life sustaining health services, or screening programs that prevent terminal illness
1. Disabled children being denied legal identity, and subsequently denied access to health care 
1. Family of a disabled child taking a child’s life, the role of the state in protection, and promoting awareness of disability rights
1. The impact of one child family policies on the right to life of girls and disabled children 
1. Medical professionals denying life sustaining care based on perceived quality of life of a disabled child who does not have a terminal illness and the concept of “post birth abortions” 
1. Capital punishment of disabled people with diminished responsibility and reduced mental capacity who have committed a crime
1. Voluntary euthanasia and assisted dying laws
7. : the rights of those who wish to choose to end their lives, who may or may not have independent physical means to do so
7. Children and assisted dying ; 
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]the rights of and the safeguarding of the rest of the public and disabled people in general, including coercion and the development of a culture of being perceived as a burden, and with little quality of life; 
7.  terminal vs incurable illness; 
7. What constitutes suffering, the myth of “suffering” from disability  physical pain, mental distress, indignity,  the fear of these, the fear of dying
7. The above when anticipated or perceived vs lived experience 
7. Pressure into an early suicide in the absence of legalised assisted dying vs support for palliative care and balanced information on quality of life with an impairment and/ or at end of life 


I trust there will be liaison with other UN Treaty committees where interests intersect or overlap.

Thank you for your consideration.  I trust your half day of discussion goes well.




Paul Gibson
Disability Rights Commissioner/Kaihautū Tika Hauātanga
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