
PROGRAMME

Celebration of the 20th Anniversary 
of the Adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Centre International de conférences de Genève (CICG)

Geneva, 8 – 9 October 2009 

DAY ONE: THURSDAY 8 OCTOBER 2009
Morning session (10.00-13.00): Plenary 
Chair of the session: Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of the Child
10.00 – 10.20:
Opening remarks by Ms. Yanghee Lee,

Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
Welcome address by Ms. Navanethem Pillay,

High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
Welcome address by H.E. Ambassador Dante Martinelli, 
Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the United Nations in Geneva.
Statement by Mr. Saad Houry,

UNICEF Deputy Executive Director.
10.20 – 10.40:
Video by UNICEF

Show by Osir, Swiss rapper 
10:40 – 11:20
H.E. Mr. Samuel Zbogar, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Slovenia.
H.E. Ms. Carmen Oliveira, Under-Secretary of promotion of the Rights of the Child and Adolescent - Special Secretariat for Human Rights of the Presidency, Brazil.
H.E. Ms. Lotte Grepp Knutsen, Deputy Minister for Children and Equality, Norway.
H.E. Mr. Krzysztof Stanowski, Under-Secretary of State - Ministry of Education, Poland.
H.E. Mr. Bela Ajzenberger, Assistant Minister for International Cooperation and Integration - Ministry for Human and Minority Rights, Serbia.
H.E. Mr. Thomas Hammarberg, Commissioner for Human Rights, Council of Europe.
11.20 – 11.40:
Break

11.40 – 12.05:
Statement by Mr. Peter Newell, Vice-President of the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Statement by child(ren) on the three themes “Dignity, Development and Dialogue”
12.05 – 12.20:
Videos


12.20 – 12.45:
Introduction by Mr. Jean Zermatten, Vice-Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, on the three themes “Dignity, Development and Dialogue” and objectives and expected outcome of the conference.

12.45 – 15.00:
Lunch

Afternoon session (15.00-18.00): Parallel Working Groups on the three themes: Dignity, Development and Dialogue
Theme I: Dignity

Working Group 1: 
Children: rights-holders versus commodity [Room 2]
Working Group 2: 
Discrimination against children [Room 3]

Theme II: Development

Working Group 3: 
States parties’ obligations: realizing economic, social and cultural rights. Are child rights a luxury during an economic crisis? 



[Room 4]

Working Group 4: 
Evolving capacities as an enabling principle in practice [Room 18]

Theme III: Dialogue

Working Group 5: 
A new democratic dynamic: child participation in the public sphere [Room 21-22]

Working Group 6: 
Children’s voices in the family: overcoming resistance [Room 15]

18.15:
Reception hosted by the Swiss Government, the Canton of Geneva and the City of Geneva.


Vernissage organised by the Organisation internationale de la Francophonie: PETITS D’HOMMES «Les droits de l’enfant ont 20 ans», Photos by Pierre-Jean Rey.
DAY TWO: FRIDAY 9 OCTOBER 2009

Morning session (10.00-13.00): Working Groups

10.00 – 13.00:
Continuation of the discussion in the six Working Groups on the themes “Dignity, Development and Dialogue”.

13.00 – 15.00:
Lunch 
Afternoon session (15.00-18.00): Working Groups / plenary
15.00 – 16.00:
Discussion within the Working Groups of recommendations on the themes “Dignity, Development and Dialogue”. 

16.00 – 16.30:
Break
Plenary

Chair of the session: CRC member
16.30 – 17.30:
Presentation of recommendations by the three General Rapporteurs, Ms. Agnes Akosua Aidoo, Mr. Hatem Kotrane and Ms. Rosa Maria Ortiz, members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
Synthesis of Working Group deliberations and outcome by Mr. Kamel Filali, member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
17.30 – 18.00:
Closing Remarks by:


Ms. Kyung-wha Kang, 

Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights.
Ms. Yanghee Lee,




Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
Presentation and Conclusion by youth reporters on the celebration.
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