Comments by Belarus to the draft Guidelines on the implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
Belarus supports the idea of the preparation by the CRC of the Guidelines and in particular the following points in its draft:

Focus on new challenges and threats in the field of sexual violence and exploitation of children, associated with the spread of information and communication technologies in the world;

Equating any form of the use of children to exploitation;

Consideration of the notions of “sexting”, “grooming”, “sexual extortion” as new topical forms of sexual abuse and exploitation of children through information and communications technology.
At the same time, Belarus invites the CRC to thoroughly study the following question:

The draft Guidelines stipulates that in the qualification of all forms of trafficking in children, sexual exploitation or sexual abuse of children, no consent of the person to these actions can be taken into account, if this person has not reached 18 years of age (paragraph 77).

The legislation of Belarus and a number of other countries allows minors who have reached the age of 16 to enter into consensual sexual relations with partners of older age (and also, under certain conditions, into labor relations and even marriage). Thus, the recognition for an adolescent who has reached the age of 16 of the right to independently determine his or her sexual behavior (on the one hand) and the failure to take into account his or her consent to certain partner’s actions related to this
(on the other hand) are in legal and logical contradiction.
