On article 61 of the current draft Guidelines on the implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

It is undoubtful that one of the most impotant issues on human rights is protection of children from sexual abuse.  For this purpose, violation of human rights of children, such as sexual assault to children and creating or spreading images and videos of real children being abused, must be punished.  Moreover, we need detailed and refined understanding of sexual abuse of children and other people.

It is reported that, in USA, only 27 percents of the child molesters were identified as having pedophilic interests [1].  Japanese Gender Equality Bureau Cabinet Office reports that, 80 percents of violences to woman (including domestic violences and sexual assaults) were committed by those known to the victim in Japan [2].

These reports suggest that pedophilic interests to children are not main triggers for sexual abuses to children.  Moreover, there does not seem to be enough evidences to relate interests to drawings of (fictional) children in cartoons and games such as Japanese "Moe" pictures to pedophilic interests to living children.

It may be noted that some people states that spread of drawings of women and children real or fictional as an object of sexual desire promotes desire or torelance to sexual abuses of women and children.  Again, there does not seem to be enough evidences to support such a theory.  Many misogynists do not seem to be influenced by such drawings of women and children and even do not seem to have interests to such drawings of women and children.

Indeed, there exist several misogynists who claim that drawings of simulated explicit sexual activities of children or the sexual parts of a child for primarily sexual purposes should be banned.

For example, Taro Asoh, the minister of finance in Japan, who is blamed for his several offensive and discriminative comments to women, was the chairperson of "Council to Take Measures Against Porno Comics For Children" [3], although he is known as a manga fan.

Thus, I must be doubtful about effectiveness of banning drawings of fictional children for the purpose of protectiong children from sexual abuses.  I should say that ban on such representations infringes the right to freedom of expression guaranteed by Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  Hence, I do not support the proposed extension of the definition to include drawings, cartoons, written materials, toys, or other representations of imaginary or fictional children, as proposed in article 61 of the current draft Guidelines on the implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.  We should ban images and videos of real children being abused, which violate their rights and dignity.

[1] https://www.researchgate.net/publication/225225396_A_Brief_Screening_Scale_to_Identify_Pedophilic_Interests_Among_Child_Molesters

[2] (in Japanese) http://www.gender.go.jp/policy/no_violence/e-vaw/chousa/h11_top.html

[3] (in Japanese) http://d.hatena.ne.jp/kitano/20050530/p1
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