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Annex II

Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(Please respect the specified amount of lines when completing this form)

Family name and first name: Morris Floyd
Date and place of birth: July 23, 1969, Port Maria Hospital, Port Maria, St. Mary, Jamaica.
Place of residence: 33 Lignum Vitae Drive, Pines of Karachi, Mona, Kingston 6.
Nationality: Jamaican
Email address: morrisfloyd@gmail.com
United Nations working languages:  English
Current position/function: 

(Five lines maximum)

Opposition Senator in the Parliament of Jamaica; Director of the UWI Centre for Disability Studies and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Special Rapporteur on Disability.
Additionally, I am a lecturer at the UWI with special focus on Disability Studies and Politics. I am also the lead researcher at the UWI Centre for Disability Studies

Other main activities on the rights of persons with disabilities:

(Ten lines maximum)

Since the announcement for the negotiation for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, I was the lead policy person for Jamaica between 2002 and 2007. I participated in all the negotiation sessions at the United Nations and was Vice Chairman at the special round-table discussion on the drafting of the CRPD by the Group of Latin American Countries (GRULAC) held in Ecuador in 2003. 
I was also the person who signed and ratified the CRPD for Jamaica in March 2007 and this saw Jamaica becoming the first country in the world to sign and ratify this global treaty.
Participated in United Nations expert group meeting on persons with disabilities in October 2019 at United Nations, New York.

Special presentation in 2016 on the experience of persons with disabilities in the Jamaican Parliament at the Conference of Commonwealth Parliamentary Association of Persons with Disabilities in Nova Scotia, Canada.
Introduced Sign Language to the sittings of the Houses of Parliament in 2014 whilst being President of the Jamaican Senate so that persons who are deaf can participate in the activities of their Parliament.

Organized and implemented UWI Centre for Disability Studies Regional Disability Conference in 2014, 2016, 2018 and 2020 and these focused on different rights of persons with disabilities, the latter being inclusive education.

Participated in special 2012 Conference on situation of persons with disabilities in the Caribbean hosted by the Economic Commission of Latin America and the Caribbean in Santiago, Chile

Educational background, in particular on the rights of persons with disabilities 
(Five lines maximum)

2017 PhD in Government-University of the West Indies (UWI)

2001 Master of Philosophy in Government-UWI

1996 Bachelor of Arts in Media and Communication-UWI
Please indicate whether you identify yourself as a person with disability or elaborate on your lived experience related to persons with disabilities.

(Three lines maximum)

I am a person with a disability, becoming blind from glaucoma in 1989 at age 20. I have been an advocate and researcher on persons with disabilities for over 25 years. I am a member of the Combined Disabilities Association and the Jamaica Society for the Blind.
Relevant expertise on the rights of persons with disabilities 
Please elaborate on your areas of expertise under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and related experience.

(Five lines maximum)

My areas of expertise have been on legislation of which I contributed significantly to the formation of the Disabilities Act in Jamaica in 2014; education where I have been pushing inclusive education in Jamaica and the Caribbean and accessibility where I have been focusing on the built environment and modern technologies for persons with disabilities. I was also instrumental in the formation and passage of the National Policy for Persons with Disabilities in the Jamaican Parliament in 2000 and the development of the Declaration of Petion Ville, the Caribbean roadmap for improving the quality of life of persons with disabilities. In 2018, I developed the Regional Disability Index, a mechanism for tracking and ranking the progress of countries within the Anglophone Caribbean on the CRPD and the SDGs.
List of most recent publications in the field of the rights of persons with disabilities:

(Five lines maximum)
Morris, F. 2020. Accessible and inclusive city: Can Kingston Jamaica measure up? Disability Studies Quarterly.
Morris, F. 2019. Disability, chronic diseases and access to health care in Jamaica. West Indian Medical Journal.

Morris, F. 2019. An inclusive and prosperous Caribbean: The case of persons with disabilities. Social and Economic Studies.

Morris, F. 2019. Climate change, environment and development: The situation of persons with disabilities in the Anglophone Caribbean. Journal of Caribbean Environmental Sciences and Renewable Energy. Volume 2, Issue 1. DOI 10.33277/Cesare/002.001/03

Morris, F. 2019. Regional disability index.” UWI Research and Development 2019. UWI, Mona: pp. 94-97
Morris, F. 2018. “UWI Mona: Empowering Persons with Disabilities through Tertiary Education.” In Studies on Disability International Theoretical, Empirical and Didactics Experiences. Edited by Joanna Glodkowska, Justyna Maria Gasik, Marta Pagowska. ISBN 978-83-64953-86-6, Pp.228-237

Morris, F. 2018. Human rights and persons with disabilities in the Anglophone Caribbean. The Parliamentarian, Journal of the Parliament of the Commonwealth. Volume 99, Issue 4
Morris, F. 2018. (Ed.) Transforming and empowering persons with disabilities through modern technologies: A myth or reality. Kingston, Jamaica: UWI Centre for Disability Studies.
Morris, F. 2017. By faith, not by sight (Autobiography of Jamaica’s first blind Senator). Kingston, Jamaica: I-Publish Jamaica.

Morris, F. & Henderson, A. 2016. “ICT and empowerment of children with disabilities: A Jamaican case study.” In (Ed.) Communication and Information Technologies Annual (Studies in Media and Communications, Volume 12), 25-39.  London: Emerald Group Publishing Ltd.

Morris, F. 2016. Towards establishing a model political communication strategy for people with disabilities. The Parliamentarian, Journal of the Parliament of the Commonwealth. Volume 97, Issue 4


