 

HUMAN RIGHTS AGAINST VIOLENCE
Joint Statement by the Chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies
Considering the increase of terrorist attacks, atrocities, and of violations of human rights, the Chairpersons of the UN human rights treaty bodies strongly reaffirm the role and the place of international human rights treaties and the rule of law in conflict-prevention and peace-building. Human rights and mutual respect should be essential components of any attempt to effectively prevent and deal with violence.  

The Chairpersons condemn, in the strongest terms, the misuse of belief-systems to legitimize violence. 
While firmly rejecting forms of expression which amount to incitement to hatred, the Chairpersons recall that freedom of expression is a fundamental right and must be protected under all circumstances as clarified in § 11 of General Comment No. 34 on 'Freedoms of opinion and expressions' of the Human Rights Committee. The feeling of being offended cannot justify violence. 

We call on the international community to reinforce respect for freedom of expression and freedom of religion or belief for all. 
In this context, we also call on the international community to act with determination to counter any form of discrimination, segregation and exclusion, and to increase efforts for social cohesion, reflecting the universal value of dignity enshrined in the human rights treaties. 
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