CONTRIBUTION BY THE GOVERNMENT OF BULGARIA TO QUESTIONNAIRE IN RELATION TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 68/268
In view of the upcoming review by 9 April 2020 of the human rights treaty body system, the government of the Republic of Bulgaria would like to convey the following information:
General comments and recommendations

The Republic of Bulgaria expresses its support for the effective and independent functioning of the UN Treaty Body System. The process of review is paramount for the success and the future of these bodies. Bulgaria reconfirms its positions, as delivered in the Joint Statement before the UNGA Third Committee on item 72 (a) on 13 October 2017.
Bulgaria shares the understanding that improving the work of the treaty bodies should include not only the working methods of the Committees and, where possible, adopting common management guidelines, but also improving the communication between the Committees and Member States. Most recommendations in the Committee Chairs' reports have purely procedural guidelines, but offer no recommendations on the Member States' own reports and other matters of interest to countries. We, nevertheless, welcome the efforts made to date to improve some of the workings methods, for example in the domain of simplified reporting procedures.
Given that it becomes more and more difficult for member states to fulfil their reporting obligations, it is worth considering concrete steps towards an increased harmonization of the work of the different treaty bodies, notably with a view to achieving a coordinated calendar with a more even distribution of reporting obligations, including throughout the cycles of the Universal Periodic Review. Such steps will give member states more time and resources for the implementation of the recommendations received.

It is our interpretation that the dialogue between states and Committees should be strategic and focus on policies, rather than delve into specifics. Giving overall guidance to the countries would be more beneficial for the institutional capacity of each country in the area of human rights rather than discussing minor issues.
Considering that the number of treaty bodies, ratifications and individual complains is constantly growing, the backlog in the consideration of reports is understandable. Further harmonisation of working methods may improve this negative trend. We would suggest that different committees apply the same technical and procedural rules, as this would make it easier for countries to prepare and submit reports. The same applies for questionnaires, recommendations, etc.
We also note that there is some overlap in the work and mandate of the Committees, and, often, different bodies ask the same questions during the reviews. This practice makes the process of preparation significantly more difficult for states and lowers the credibility of Committees, especially since all relevant information from previous reviews is publicly available.
A further recommendation entails the balance between information provided by national institutions and NGOs. While the role of civil society is paramount, it may seem that the Committees give prevalence to the information provided by NGOs, rather than to the official one. This may create an ambience of mistrust between Treaty Bodies and Member States.
The Committee Chairs' reports may also contain recommendations to the States themselves to find the most beneficial and comprehensive way of presenting their national reports, as well as to streamline their content, considering the overall reporting burden.

It would also be highly valuable if all committees offer the possibility for a simplified reporting procedure and have a fixed deadline for the reports and reviews of each state.

Additional questions

· How and to what extent committees have implemented / are implementing the recommendation contained in paragraph 73 of resolution А/73/309?
· In the most recent report by the Committees` Chairs, it is unclear: how many countries have benefited from a national review via video conferencing; how many countries have benefited from paragraph 17 of the resolution; whether there are rules in place on how to require expert assistance in the process of drafting a national report.
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