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Expert Consultation 
Guiding Principles for Human Rights Impact Assessments
of Economic Reform Policies

1-2 October 2018, New York
Conference Room A- First Basement, Secretariat Building
UN Headquarters
(1st Avenue and E 43rd street)

AGENDA
· This consultation will be conducted according to the Chatham House Rule, meaning that participants are free to use the information received, but neither the identity nor the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other participant, may be revealed. 
· A confidential draft of the Guiding Principles for Human Rights Impact Assessment of economic reform policies (GP-HRIA) – shared on 18 Sep.- will serve as main document for discussion
· Catering service only available on Tuesday 2 October due to UN security restrictions; courtesy of the Open Society Foundations. 
Monday, 1 October 2018 

	8:45
	Accreditation & security
Important information: 
For participants without a badge, OHCHR staff Fernando Ortiz will be handing out temporary badges at the Visitors Entrance on East 46th Street and 1st Avenue on the morning of the event, from 8:45. His cell is: + 1 718 753 0600. Please allow sufficient time to pick up badge and pass security.


	09:30-10:00 
	Opening remarks
Craig Mokhiber, Deputy, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights- New York
Jesse Coleman or Brooke Güven- Legal Researchers, Columbia Center on Sustainable Investment 

Participants introductions

	10:00-10:15
	Introduction to the process and meeting
Juan Pablo Bohoslavsky, UN Independent Expert on debt and human rights 
· Overview of the process leading to the draft Guiding Principles for discussion 
· Brief presentation of the building blocks 
· Objectives of the Guiding Principles
· Objectives and methodology for this meeting  

	10:15-11:20
	Session I: Scope of the Guiding Principles 
Moderation: Sakiko Fukuda-Parr
Some opening remarks: (5-10 min) Mark Perera

Guiding issues for discussion:
· Scope of the draft Guiding Principles: challenges and opportunities of a wide scope 
· Triggering event (s) that may lead to application of the GP
· Context and terminology: from acute crisis to less challenging economic times; from austerity to fiscal consolidation. What definitions are needed, if any? 
· Connections, similarities and differences (from a human rights impacts’ perspective) of economic measures taken during times of severe economic and financial crisis and those measures taken as part of long-term processes to address systemic reviews of budgets


	11:30- 12:00
	Keynote by Professor Jeffrey Sachs (15 minutes) & questions or comments from participants

	12:00-13:15
	Session II: Structure and components of the draft GP-HRIA 
Moderation: Radhika Balakrishnan
Some opening remarks: (5-10 min) Kavita Chetty

Guiding issues for discussion:
· Legal basis for HRIA
· Obligations of States
· Obligations of local and subnational levels of government
· Obligations of public creditors and donors
· Private creditor’s responsibilities
· Undue external interference
· Policy coherence (social policy, fiscal policy, trade & monetary policy, debt restructuring)


	13:15-14:30 
	Lunch break – (Cafeterias)	 

	14:30-15:45
	Session III: Human rights standards and pertinent law 
Moderation: Rosalind McKenna
Some opening remarks: (5-10 min) Susie Talbot

Guiding issues for discussion: 
· Equality and non-discrimination; multiple and intersectional discrimination
· Obligation to take steps to the maximum of available resources (ESCR)
· Progressive realization and prohibition of impermissible retrogression
· Indivisibility and interdependence of human rights
· Non-discrimination against women and substantive equality
 	

	15:45-16:10
	Coffee break (at Cafeterias)

	16:10-17:15
	Session IV: Purposes and methodology of HRIA 

Moderation: Niko Lusiani
Some opening remarks: (5-10 min) Misun Woo

Guiding issues for discussion: 
· Purposes of HRIA
· Participation and transparency
· Access to justice, accountability and remedies
· Access to information
· Responsibility for conducting the HRIA 
· Timing (ex-ante and ex-post)
· Steps

	17:15-17:30
	Short summary of main points from the discussions
Sergio Chaparro (morning sessions)
Sally-Anne Way (afternoon sessions)


 
Tuesday, 2 October 2018 
	10:00-12:30
	Session V: Discussion on specific sections and wording of the draft GP-HRIA
Moderation/ facilitation of this session: TBC 

This session will allow time for specific focus on parts of the text of the GP, as a drafting exercise. The objective is to refine the draft Guiding Principles - with discussion on examples, references, other legal sources, counterfactual arguments, rewording and suggestions for further revision  

(Coffee, tea, juices will be available)
 	

	12:30-13:30
	Lunch break- sandwiches, salads and soft drinks will be available

	13:30-14:30
	Final remarks, next steps, dissemination, wrapping up – Juan Pablo Bohoslavsky
Dissemination of the draft GP, relevant stakeholders, Wrap up.
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