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Chairperson and members of the Working Group on Minorities
I’m speaking to you as a Somali minority who is very grateful for the opportunities afforded to me by the OHCHR.

Somali society can be described as a ‘clan society’.
 The description highlights the stratified nature of the society and the ranking of groups within it on the basis of their clan, tribe and race. Within this structure, minority people
 constitute a subordinated group. Today, these groups still remain on the outskirts of Somali society as discriminated groups and are subjected to discrimination, racism, exploitation, marginalization and criminalization.
Since the fall of the Siad Bare regime in 1991, the country’s extremely poor human rights record worsened and it is reported that authorities continue to commit serious human rights abuses against Somali minorities. The number of arbitrary arrest/detention, extrajudicial killings, torture and mistreatment of persons belonging to minority groups appears to be on the rise.
 Impunity for security forces employed to intimidate minorities, particularly minority men and youth, continues to be a problem.
 The livelihoods of minority groups are also undermined by the systematic confiscation of land and property. The widespread use of forced labour by warlords and militia groups has also resulted in many minorities being unable to earn their living as farmers or labourers. With their traditional livelihoods ruined and humanitarian assistance blocked by militia groups in some parts of the country, the situation is desperate. 
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In the past 15 years there has been a vast documentation regarding the Clan war in Somalia and its far-reaching social, economic and cultural impacts. Despite this, national and international debates have not touched upon the issues of minorities. The affected communities in Somalia have tended to be portrayed in a rather undifferentiated way in local and international discourses. Beyond the general recognition that minority might suffer more than others during conflicts, there has rarely been a systematic analysis on the impact of the Somali clan war on minorities. The lack of documentation illustrates that the issue of minority is either being ignored or is not properly understood. 
Chairperson and members of the Working Group on Minorities

While the authorities’ obligations towards their citizens are clearly documented in national constitution and international human rights and humanitarian laws, the absence of a functioning government means that there is no national entity obligated, capable and willing to provide protection to Somali minorities. This situation magnifies the risk that minorities face, risks that are institutionally and socially grounded. Exposed to the ongoing violence and discrimination in the country, minority groups lack clan protection and are without protection from either their government/authorities or the international community.
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The significance of human rights violations against Somali minorities requires the international community to express concern and to take lawful action to end such violations. Somali minorities have the right to and need the help of the UN, its member states, and international human rights organizations to protect their fundamental rights and freedoms. 
In the absence of a functioning government in Somalia and in light with Article 9 of the United Nations’ Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, I would like to urge the Working Group on Minorities to request the UN agencies and other international organisations on the ground to urgently implement the following recommendations:
1. UN agencies on the ground should assume a central role in the promotion and the protection of Somali minorities and in considering the situation and needs of minorities during humanitarian/development programme planning and implementation;
2. To improve minorities access to humanitarian and development programmes;
3. To pressure authorities in Somalia to combat discrimination against minority groups and to investigate and hold accountable all those individuals responsible for human rights abuses against minorities;
4. To strengthen the relationships between aid agencies and minorities;

5. To conduct minority rights advocacy programme through civil society including elders and media;
6. To initiate a discussion to set up human rights monitoring institutions and ensure the protection of the human rights of minority groups;
7. To increase the capacity of minority organisations to effectively represent minority concerns in both national and international forums.

� Alex De Wall, (2002), Class and Power in Somalia, Somali Watch Website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.somaliwatch.org" ��http://www.somaliwatch.org� 


� Bantu: The Bantu are believed to be descendants of Bantu communities in East and Central Africa from regions like Tanzania and Malawi, brought into Somalia by Arab slave traders. Most of the Bantu are small-scale farmers who live in the riverine areas along the Juba and Shabelle rivers, the only permanent rivers that run through southern Somalia


Rerhamar and Baravnese: The Rerhamar and Baravnese are believed to be descendents of Arab immigrant settlers from Yemen and Far East countries. They settled in coastal towns of southern Somalia some ten centuries ago. Most of them are traders .


Bajuni: The Bajuni are a people related to the coastal people (Waswahili) along the Eastern African Coast. They live in Kismayo and the Islands of Jula, Madoga, Satarani, Raskamboni, Bungabo, Dudey, Koyoma and Jovay (Bajuni Islands). They are a seafaring community.


Gaboye, Tumal, Yibir and Galagala: The Gaboye, Tumal, Yibir and Galgala are ethnically associated with the Samale, which forms a dominant clan in Somalia. However, cultural stigma and traditions have excluded them as outcastes from the Samale clan. They engage in the activities of blacksmithing and shoemaking, as well as being hunters/gatherers. They live mainly in central and northern Somalia. Source: OCHA Somali 2002.


� Amnesty International, (1995), Somalia: Building Human Rights in the Disintegrated State, Red Sea Press, USA; Cassanelli, Lee, (1995), Victims and Vulnerable groups in Southern Somalia: Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa;  Martin Hill, (1997). A State Disintegrated: Homogeneity, Plurality, and Political Violence in Somalia: Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University of London; Amnesty International, (1997). Somalia: Putting Human Rights on the Agenda, a Human Rights Training Workshop, London.


� Amnesty International  2004, 2005 and 2006


� Recommendations 4-7 were part of the 2002 OCHA report on Somali minorities.





