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Prevalence of child, early and forced marriage in Tanzania:
There are no official statistics on child marriage in Tanzania but the prevalence is very high in the regions where there are many livestock keepers and agriculturalist. Also in coastal areas where Muslim religion is dominant.  According to 2012 Tanzania Demographic and Health Survey   about 37% of the women aged 20-24 were married/in union before age 18. Data shows a 4% decline since 2004 (41%), child marriage in Tanzania mainly affects girls and women, Tanzanian women on average married more than five years earlier than  One in every six girls and young women aged 15 to 19 years are married and the country still has one of the highest adolescent pregnancy and birth rates in the world. Culture, religion and income poverty position a girl child to be seen as a family capital, get married to bring family wealth, get married to reduce a family burden of raising many kids, get married while virgin, as it is forbidden to engage in sexual relationship before marriage. 
Other drivers of child marriage include harmful traditional practices such as setting of bride price and the practice of female genital mutilation. FGM is used as a rite of passage into adulthood, a signal that a girl is ready to marry. A girl from a practicing community is not considered ready for marriage until she has undergone FGM. The national prevalence of FGM is currently 14
Child marriage is highly prevalent in the East Africa region and affecting much younger girls. Statistics from East African countries shows that more than 30% of young women between 20-24 years of age are married before the age of 18. However, there are differences between countries, and urban-rural and regional disparities within a country. In some highly affected parts the prevalence reaches as high as 46% in Uganda 37% in Tanzania and at 26% in Kenya. However, the practice occurs more frequently among girls who are poor and living in rural areas, with no access or limited access to education.
What has the impact of child, early and forced marriage on the human rights of women and girls and other affected groups in Tanzania?
Birth, marriage and death are the standard trio of key events in most people’s lives. But only one marriage – is a matter of choice. Yet many girls, and a smaller number of boys, enter marriage without any chance of exercising their right to choose. (UNICEF, 2001). Child, early and force marriage is termed as a human rights and sociological Violation, which has adverse consequences for those violated (mainly girls and young women). Most of these marriages are arranged without the prior knowledge or consent of the bride. In most cases it is girls who are subjected to child marriage. It has been observed that child marriage is usually accompanied by the following:
Domestic Violence:  Abuse is a daily reality for many married girls in Tanzania. Girls who marry younger are more likely to be beaten or threatened and to believe that a husband might be justified in beating his wife. 
Forced Sexual Relations: The wide age gap between child brides and their spouses makes them less able to negotiate sexual relations, or control over their bodies and marital rape is common in Tanzania.
SRH Risks maternal and Infant Health Risk and Teenage pregnancy:  Girls who marry early have their first children at a younger age. Early childbearing contributes to pregnancy-related deaths and birth complications, which are the leading cause of mortality. Many Tanzanian women begin childbearing in their teenage years. Overall, 23% of women age 15-19 are pregnant or already have children.
Greater exposure to HIV/AIDS: Young married girls are more likely to contract HIV than their unmarried counterparts as a result of their heightened sexual exposure, often with an older spouse who by virtue of age is more at risk of being HIV positive. In Tanzania, 39% of married girls under the age of 18 are infected with HIV. Many young brides cannot negotiate safe sex even when they have knowledge about how to protect them and are under pressure to demonstrate their fertility.
Illiteracy and lack of education: Girls tend to drop out of school during the preparatory period before marriage or at the point of union and transfer to the marital home, which affects their ability to access the benefits of education. Education is associated with the prevalence of CM in Tanzania. 61% of women aged 20-24 with no education and 39% with primary education were married or in union at age 18, compared to only 5% of women with secondary education or higher.
Isolation and psychological Trauma : child brides are unable to cope with   marriage life because at their young age they are  well prepared  to handle family matters .Their own poor and  psychological  development cause adolescent mothers  to under  stimulates their infants. (UNFPA 2012, Marrying Too Young).
Steps taken to address the child, early and forced marriage in Tanzania: 
In March 2009 the law reforms commission of Tanzania submitted a report to the Minister of Constitution and Legal Affairs to review the Customary Declaration order of 1963 by amending those repugnant customary laws as the customs and tradition of each society changes from time to time, yet the ministry to date has not show any positive response to this rectifying this situation. In terms of child marriage, civil society organizations in Tanzania have filed a petition in High Court of Tanzania to challenge the 1971 Law of Marriage Act, until now the court has not responded. Despite the existence of a single child law, the Law of the Child Act 2009, the child act is silent on child marriages and the explanation given by the Minister of Community Development Gender and Children is that we do not want to involve issues of marriages in child act, all marriages issue are dealt with the Marriage Act. Therefore there is a need to amend the 1971 Law of Marriage Act instead of putting it under the Law of the Child Act
 .Therefore until now there is no National Response from the government to deal with the child marriages. 

Since 2009 the Children’s Dignity Forum (CDF) is working with key partners to mobilize action to empower girls and young women in Mwanza and Mara Regions of Tanzania. This project is being supported by the Foundation for Women’s Health Research and Development (FORWARD) to address FGM, child marriage and related rights violations suffered by affected girls. The local government authority and traditional authorities are jointly actively engaged in this project and has helped to create a conducive environment. This is through allocation of staff coordination and facilities for a girls resource centre.  With the support from CDF, the girls has managed to form and registered three girls’ networks with the purpose of raising awareness on the impact of child marriages and FGM.
Tanzania End Child Marriage Network (TECMN) is a network with more than 25 civil society organizations with the purposes of ending child marriage in Tanzania. CDF is the secretariat and the main objective of the network is to raise awareness of the harmful impact of child marriage by encouraging open, inclusive and informed discussions at the community, national and international level.
 The legal minimum age of marriage for men in Tanzania:
Law of Marriage Act, (LMA) 1971 (Cap 29 R.E 2002). Under section 9 of the LMA, the law defines marriage as ‘the voluntary union of a man and a woman intended to last for the duration of their lives
.’ Section 13 (1) specify that the minimum age for marriage is 18 for males and 15 for the females
. However, Section 11 of the Judicature and Application of Laws Act (Cap. 358 R.E 2002) allows application of Customary Law to run parallel to Statutory Laws. The Local Customary Law (Declaration) Order, GN 279 of 1963 made under section 12 of cap 358 allows each ethnic group to follow and make decisions based on its customs and traditions. This clause is particularly relevant to FGM and Child Marriage, since communities have the power to apply their own traditions without flouting Statutory Laws. 
The significant challenges relate to contradictions in different statutory laws which provide different ages for compliance to be effective. The Law on the Child states that a child is any human being under 18 years while the Law of Marriage Act stipulates 15 years as the minimum age of marriage.  At the same time the Sexual Offenses Special Provision Act (SOSPA) of the Penal Code prohibits sexual intercourse with a child below 18 years regardless of consent. The Law of marriage Act also permits marriage of girls of 14 years with the consent of the court for special circumstances. In reality child marriages are perfectly legal in Tanzania and endorsed by customary laws. CDF, Child Marriage Survey, 2008. 

What policies, programmes and measures are being taken at national and sub-national levels to end child, early and forced marriage? What efforts are being taken in communities where child marriage rates are high to mitigate its impact? 

The Government has ratified the CRC and its two Optional Protocols. In 2009 the Parliament enacted the Law of the Child Act for purposes of domesticating the CRC. The Act consolidates all the laws relating to children, promotion and protection of the welfare of a child. Children's rights are proclaimed in various Policies such as the Child Development Policy, Health Policy and the Employment Policy. Moreover, UNICEF is working with the Government to strengthen child protection systems in order to reduce violence against children in Tanzania. It has supported training programmes for Police officers who manage the children gender desks.

The Education Sector Development Program 2000-2015 aims at providing compulsory primary and secondary education to everyone by 2015 at all levels this is reflected in the efforts to increase access to secondary education including through re-entry of pregnant girls to school has succeeded by more than 95 per cent in attaining this goal through the Millennium Development Goals Program. Despite achievements recorded in the education sector, overcrowding in classrooms, inadequate facilities, insufficient number of skilled teachers and school dropouts in the early years continue to add to the already existing problem.
Efforts to change perceptions towards child marriage, with improvements in girls’ education are vital in reducing the practice among younger girls. Indeed, because many girls drop out of school at the age of 14, this may explain why child marriage is continuing. Community sensitization programs to change attitudes about child marriage among parents, teachers, and local authorities/traditional leader’s girls themselves and the importance of education and risks associated with child/ early marriage.
  What have been the impact of such policies /projects been?
 Many child marriage prevention projects beginning to explore

Possibilities of scale-up, there are encouraging signs that large-scale

Structural efforts aimed at other goals such as education, health and poverty Reduction.
Formulation of Tanzania Ending Child Marriage Network( TECMN) which is committed to end child marriage in Tanzania , through awareness campaign on harmful impact of child marriages and putting  child marriage on the agenda of the Government and  as well as policy making bodies.

Legislative advocacy to make and enforce free compulsory education, age of marriage laws and child protection legislation has been at the forefront.

Educating girls and enabling them to be economically productive and of value to their families, who currently perceive them as a cost they cannot afford. The program revealed that the longer the period of education to which girls are exposed the less likely they will be married off as a child.
What challenges remain in adopting policies, measures and implementing strategies to address the issue? 

In TZ there are three kinds of laws, customary law, civil law and religious law. In Tanzania, Customary Law runs parallel to Statutory Laws. The Local Customary Law (Declaration) Order, GN 279 of 1963 allows each ethnic group to follow and make decisions based on its customs and traditions. This clause is particularly relevant to Child Marriage, since communities have the power to apply their own traditions without flouting Statutory Laws. 
Legal contradictions: The LCA defines a child as a person who has not attained the age of 18, while the LMA permits a female who is not yet 18 years to enter into marriage. While consensual sex with girls below a minimum age constitutes statutory rape under SOSPA, LMA permits under 18 to get married. Under the Law of Contract Act, a person who has not attained the age of majority16 has no capacity to enter into a lawful agreement. Yet a person under the age of majority is allowed to enter into marriage. 
National-The Law of Marriage Act (1971), allows for boys to marry at 18 and girls to marry at 15. They can marry at 14 if courts approve their request. A girl under 18 needs their parent permission to marry. 
What is the most effective/ important strategy for overcoming child marriage in your country / region? :
Awareness raising campaigns must be intensified on the impact of Child marriage as well as the cost of marrying young girls. A country wide research must be conducted to establish the actual number of girls who are marry before 18 years old and use the finding for the advocacy purpose.   Building the capacity of the Tanzania Ending Child Marriage Network to advocate for the improvement of the legal and policy response in Tanzania, the discriminatory/repugnant laws especially customary laws has to be repealed and the Law of marriage Act especially regarding on the minimum age of marriage should be amended to reach 18 years for both boys and girls. More resources must be allocated into the training and sensitization of Traditional leaders and Ngariba’s. This should focus on ensuring that customary tribunals provide justice that is equitable especially in relationship to gender, predictable, transparent and nondiscriminatory and that conforms to the obligations of the countries under international treaties on the treatment of women, children and other vulnerable groups.
N:B See appendix for attachment.
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� Two kinds of marriages are recognized: monogamous and polygamous or potentially polygamous, contracted either through religious beliefs of the parties, or in a civil form or under customary law of the tribe to which parties belongs.


�Nathalia P. Kimario, Justice of Appeal, The Court of Appeal of Tanzania, and Conflicting Laws Relating to Child Marriages in Tanzania: Challenges of Applying International Human Rights Law in Relation to Child Marriages in Tanzania, A presentation made at the Children’s Dignity Forum (CDF) National Consultative Workshop and Campaign against Child Marriages on 20th September 2007.





