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(Courtesy Translation)

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of lraq to the United Nations

Office and other Intemational Organizations in Geneva presents its

compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human fughts,

Special Procedures Branch, and with reference to its letter dated 17

March 2023, has the honour to attach herewith the contribution of the

Govemment of the Republic of Iraq regarding the questionnaire of the

Special Rapporteur on Foreign debt and Human Rights on "Multiple
crises, Fiscal systems and Human Rights".

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq avails itself of this

opportunity to renew to the Office of High Commissioner for Human

Rights, Special Procedures Branch, the assurances of its highest

consideration.
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Office of the United Nations Hieh Commissioner for Human Riehts -

8, Impasse Colombelle 1218 Grand

Saconnex. Geneva. Switzerland

Special Procedures Branch - Geneva
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Ql-Despite achieving many developmental achievements during the previous

stages, there are still various crises including economic ones, in terms of
economy's rent, low growth rates, high poverty rates, and the expansion of the

unorganized sector due to the limited developmental role of the private sector,

in addition to other crises represented by the environment resulting from climate

change and its repercussions, the water crises shared by the neighboring

countries, as well as social crises and the resulting low human capital indicators

and a wide and comprehensive scope.

-The country is affected by a number of political and economic crises at the

local and regional levels which sometimes affects work stoppages or delay, as

happened previously in obstructing work as a result of the events of the

demonstrations in Iraq in late 2019 and stopping projects in2020 as a result of
the outbreak of the Corona pandemic.

Q2-The continued dependence of development in Iraq on oil activity as a basic

resource (rentier economy) affects the reliability of achieving the set goals that

when there is any change in oil prices or a decline in its production or export, in

addition to the fact that the private sector is not active in investment activity and

the expansion of the phenomenon of unproductive employment in the public

sector and the weak performance of the monetary and fiscal policies towards

domestic and foreign economic variables.

-There are many challenges in facing poverty and multidimensional deprivation,

as the social Fund for Development, established in the Ministry of Planning,

aims to target poor areas that have been deprived of services for a long time,

therefore the services provided by the fund, which is the establishment of small

service projects based on the choice of the people, does not cover in some cases

all the basic needs in disadvantaged communities, which requires more work
similar to the work of the fund to bridge the development gaps in them.
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Q3-Preparing National development plans (the five-year plans) following them

up and reviewing their implementation, whether at the local level with relevant

stakeholders or at the level of

intemational organizations and donors, which have taken multiple aspects and

allow to create the elements of the enabling environment that generates suitable

job opportunities, make use of openness and intemational cooperation in

development and prepare the responsive document in cooperation with the

United Nations Program for Recovery from the repercussions of the Corona

Crisis.
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- It is necessary to create effective social initiatives at the local level that

contribute to adopting the people's opinion about the need for services and

translating them into service projects that address a number of "crises that

villages suffer from in the sectors of education, health, roads, water and

electricity.

Q4-Responsive document and recovery plan from the repercussions of the

Corona crisis.

-National development plans (five-year plans).

-Private sector development strategy.

-Regional development strategy (Spatial gaps).

-Anti-poverty strategy.

Q5-National policies and programs have been adopted to confront the economic

and social impacts resulting from the exacerbation of crises through the design

ofa system of recovery policies with the aim of enhancing the resilience of the

economy, as it focused on a set of basic mechanisms in implementing support

and aid programs in the fields of education, health, food, and social protection
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Q6-There are many practices that support growth with a long term strategic

framework that includes achieving basic requirements for consolidating societal

cohesion, sustaining human capital development, maintaining an effective social
protection system which allows for the preparation of the necessary ingredients
consistent with national and international covenants and conventions, and the

implementation of commitments related to human rights to ensure economic
and financial stability. Achieving a balance between the required sustainable

development and building protective, margins for the economy in light of long
precautionary policies aimed at maintaining the competitive advantage in order
to reach safe financial stabi lity in order to ensure progress towards achieving the
goals of sustainable development and that no one is left in the face of crisis in
light ofa changing world characterized by uncertainty.

Q7-The complex crisis contributed to the crystallization of an unstable

development scene and the emergence of negative economic and social results

that greatly affected both on threat to humanitarian security for the individual
and the society. and perhaps the most prominent manifestations of it, are the

chronic imbalance in the general budget and the weakness ofthe available fiscal
space resulting from the significant imbalance in the structure of the

composition of the gross domestic product. In order to enhance the
govemment's ability to secure its obligations and meet the requirements of the

national economy, laws and instructions were issued to finance the deficit in the
general budget through the public debt channel. The effects reflected on the
procedures of other economic policies measures. As well as the large burdens

on the (rentier economy) and the future of the nest generations.
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networks, through stimulus packages and financial facilities provided by the
govemment to the sides of community cohesion and solidarity of popular

organizations and religious institutions as well as postponing the payment of
loans, debts. and taxes incurred by citizens and private sector companies in
order to alleviate their burdens in a manner that provides economic
opportunities guarantees social justice and achieves spatial development.
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Q8-In order to achieve the desired development model and bring about

economic diversification n, attention should be paid to productive activities that

generate job opportunities because of their close interdependence that would

contribute to bringing about structural changes that enhance growth in the

economic, service and human sectors, according to capabilities and comparative

advantages, and the consequent correction of development paths

and lays the foundations for the stage of preparing for launch, in addition to

setting effective policies and strategies and ensuring their implementation and

prepare more effective project follow-up system.

-It is necessary to provide more programs targeting marginalized and poor

groups, in a way that contribute to bridging development gaps, and giving these

development prograrns importance and priority by govemments, in a way that

contributes to promoting development on both the human and economic levels.

-The Human Rights department in the Central Bank of Iraq, has organized many

workshops in this regard, in addition to organizing training courses for a

number of Ministries on matters related to the field of foreign debt in
cooperation and coordination with the Iraqi High Commission of Human

tughts.
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