28 APRIL 2023
Response from Denmark to the questionnaire on the General Assembly resolution 77/205 entitled “A global call for concrete action for the elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and the comprehensive implementation of and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action”.
On measures to combat hate crime and hate speech
Measures to combat hate crime, both within the judicial system and in other parts of society, is an important priority for the Danish Government. The financial agreement (2021-2023) for the Danish police and the Danish prosecution service contains new initiatives to strengthen the efforts of the police and the prosecution service towards victims of hate crimes. The initiatives include strengthening the further education of police officers in hate crimes from 2022 with a special focus to improve police handling of victims of hate crimes and the development of new information material aimed at victims of hate crimes and key stakeholders. 

As a part of further education, the police officers are offered education at the Police Academy in handling hate crimes. The purpose of this education is to ensure that police officers are ready and able to handle police tasks related to hate crimes. As part of the ambition to further focus on hate crime, the education of key personnel groups within the police has been updated and expanded from a one-day training course to a two-day training course. The Director of Public Prosecutions was responsible for teaching parts of the course in June and in November 2022. The next planned course will be held in May 2023. 
The Director of Public Prosecution hosted a conference in June 2021 in which prosecutors had an opportunity to discuss the subject of hate crimes with stakeholders dealing with the subject and to learn more about hate crimes from victims’ perspective. The Director of Public Prosecution is also planning an online course on hate crime, which expectedly will be offered Danish prosecutors in late 2023. 
In April 2023, the Director of Public Prosecution will publish a list of cases on hate crime where the court increased the sentence according to section 81 part 6 of the Danish criminal code. The list will contain short summaries of relevant cases and the list will be updated 2 times a year. The list will be published on the prosecution services website and will be accessible to all. 
Furthermore, the Danish police have introduced a new digital police unit, which is patrolling on social media through visible police presence in open groups. Thereby, the police are able to combat different forms of internet related crimes more effectively – for example, online sexual harassment or racist motivated hate crimes and hate speech. 
Finally, the Danish police have developed new information material aimed at victims of hate crimes, including hate speech, as well as information material aimed at key stakeholders such as the Muslim Council, the Jewish Community in Denmark, Disabled People’s Organizations Denmark and the National Association of LGBTI persons in Denmark. The purpose of this information material is, among other things, to inform potential hate crime victims about what hate crime and hate speech are in a judicial sense, which hopefully will increase the reporting of these offences.  
On the development of a national action plans against racism
Combating discrimination, racism, hate speech and hate crimes is very important to the Danish Government. Accordingly, a national action plan against racism is under development. The aim of the action plan is to fight and prevent racism broadly across the Danish society through a variety of concrete initiatives. 

In order to develop a broad and effective action plan, the Government is including a comprehensive number of stakeholders in the work, which include both political parties, non-governmental organizations as well as other representatives from the civil society and affected communities. The action plan against racism is currently under preparation and is expected to be completed in 2023.
On the launch of a national action plan against anti-Semitism
In January 2022, the Danish government published its Action Plan Against Anti-Semitism, which contains a number of concrete initiatives aimed at fighting anti-Semitism broadly across the Danish society. 
The action plan includes several initiatives that seek to promote the intercultural and interreligious dialogue; i.e. by making it compulsory for the Danish primary and upper secondary schools to teach about the Holocaust and other genocides. The plan has also granted funds to civil society agents with the aim of expanding young-to-young dialogue between Muslims, Christians, humanists, atheists and Jews in schools all over Denmark. Furthermore, the action plan has ensured that funds are allocated to the Danish Jewish Museum to plan, set up and carry out, in collaboration with the country’s museums and libraries, exhibitions and debate events on Danish-Jewish cultural history. 
The full action plan is published on the website of the Danish Ministry of Justice, both in English and in Danish.

